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THE  HITLLR-ST VLIN  DRAMA  A3  REVEALED  IN  THE  SECRET  NAZI 

•  jCUMENT’S 

The  Story  of  tho  Fateful  Years:  1939-19141 


One  of  the  most  fateful  periocls  of  our  times  emorgod  from 
history  into  headlines  last  week  when  the  United  •^‘tatos 
of  State  oubllshed  a  j62-page  paper-covered  volume,  'Nazl-oovlet 
He’iatlon®  i9^Q-19i'.l. "  Ihls  volume  Is  made  up  of  records  and 
Jocuments'of' the  German  Foreign  Office  which  were  captured  in 
tho  closing  months  of  the  war,  "/hat  follows  is  a  _ 

of  tho  history  of  the  period,  based  on  the  documents  and  including 

salient  ruotaUons  from  them. 


.  • 


By  JOHN  DE5M0N:>  J 

and  u'.LAN  TaYLOR  * 

I 

In  the  spring  of  1959  war  was  in  tho  air.  For  six  years  Hitler  • 
had  bean  attacking  the  ’'degenerate"  democracies  of  the  West  and 
even  more  vehemently  Soviet  Russia  and  Communism.  For  six  years 
ho  had  been  on  the  march  in  a  bleodless  (for  the  Nazis)  conquest 
of  Europe.  Austria  and  Czechoslovakia  had  been  overrun;  Roland, 
the  Relchsf uehrer  had  decided,  was  next  on  the  list.  Hermann  j 

Goerlng,  Hitler's  fat  but  energetic  Air  Relchsmarshal ,  boasted 
"the  Gorman  Air  Force  is  the  terror  of  our  opponents,  and  it  will 
remain  so. 

Hitler  had  allies. 

In  Itally  II  Duce  was  boasting  that  British  power  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  was  forever  broken.  In  195^  I"-®  added  Ethiopia  to 
the  Italian  Empire.  He  had  just  Incorporated  Albania  into  the 
Italian  state.  He  shoutod  from  the  Palazzo  Venezia;  We  regard 
neaoe  as  a  catastrophe  for  civilization  and  manljind. 

In  Spain  Generalissimo  Francisco  Franco,  newest  of  the  dicta¬ 
tors,  had  just  snuffed  out,  v/ith  German  and  Italian  aid,  the  last 
resistance  of  the  Loyalist  Government. 


•  •  ♦  •  • 

(one  paragraph  omitted) 
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Together  these  f«ur  n.^tions  represented  inly  225,<'t^>,yCC 
ners.ns  -  one-ninth  #f  the  world's  population  -  but  the  world  sltua 
tioh  favored  then.  England  was  just  beginning  to  ream;  France  was 
town  bv  internal  dissension  and  her  military,  although  numerous, 
waroutmodel  The  United  States  was  still  strongly  isolationist  and 
was  beset  by  domestic  problems.  Russia's  course  was  uncertain. 

Eight  months  earlier  -  in  the  late  summer  of  1938  -  there 
had  seemed  to  be  a  chance  of  a  solid  front  among  these  nations 
os'^inst  aggression  by  Germany  -  and  Germany's  partners. 

In  September,  lf38,  Britain's  aging  Prime  ^^inister,  Nefllle 
Chamberlain,  went  to  Munich  to  confer  with  Hitler,  Mussolini  and 
the  French  Premier.  There  the  deal  was  made  th°t  gave  Germany  the 
Sudetenland  (and  paved  the  way  for  Hitler's  occupation  of 
Czechoslovakia  the  fol^owinj.  March).  Chamberlain  returned  to  Lon 
don  to  proclaim  "peace  for  our  time." 

Throughout  this  period  there  was  one  great  enigma  - 
Russia.  There  were  two  theories  as  to  the  motives  of 
the  Kremlin;  one,  that  the  Russians,  motivated  by 
Y/estern  Powers  had  given  Hitler  the  green  light  at  Muhich  t 
attack  Russia;  wbuld  try  to  come  to  terms  with  Germany;  the  •thf * , 
that  Stalin  would  take  advantage  of  the  cension  in 
lize  Russian  Communist  and  nationalist-imperialist 
to  this  theory  Russia  would  make  a  deal  v/ith  Hitler  and  divide  uj 

Eastern  Europe. 


Hatred  of  Russia 

Hitler  had  cone  to  pbwer  and  solidified  his  hold  with  the 
battlecrv  of  "Down  with  the  Communists."  He  had  stated  his  glowing 
hatred  for  Russia  in  "Mein  Kampf " ;  "Never  forget  that  the  rulers 
of  present-day  Russia  are  common  blood-stained  ciriminals,  that 
they  are  the  scum  of  humanity." 

But  now  Hitler  was  ready  to  play  with  "the  devil"  to  realize 
his  aims.  He  had  already  set  a 

Poland.  He  and  his  military  advisers  -  like  a^  aerman  militarists 
in  modern  times  -  lived  in  dread  of  a  two-front  war.  An  alliance, 
with  Russia  would  eliminate  that  threat* 

Thus  -  in  the  spring  of  1939  -  the  conditions  were  ripe  for 
a  rapprbchement  between  the  two  most  powerful  Continental  nations. 

THE  PACT 

At  this  critical  point  in  the  early  spring  of  ];^39  the 
British  sent  o  mission  to  r/bscow  to  negotiate  ®  \ 

against  Germ.any.  The  talks  were  protracted,  and  2°  P^og-  1 

ress  was  made,  there  was  no  sign  th^t  the  ^ussiand  had  other  plans 
in  mind.  Yet  it  was  at  this  crucial  moment  that  I^-oseow  Pwt  tut 
its  first  cautious  feeler  tb  Germany,  and  thereby  started  the 
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dramatic  dlpl*m?tic  reversal  is  :u-v»  "‘^voeled  in  full  detail 

in  the  iierman  decuments, 

in  April  17  the  Russian  Ainb&ss^iioi  ia  Berlin  called  »n  Baron 
Ernat  von  Weizsaecker,  Prussian!*' rn  S«  iret'‘ry  of  the  German 

Foreign  Office.  The  Russian,  V/eizaecker  wrote  in  a  memorandum, 
cautiously  dropped  a  hint  that  "there  is  no  reason  why  she  (Rufisia) 
should  not  live  with  us  on  a  normal  footing. 2 

The  remark  was  seized  upon  hy  the  German  Foreign  Office  as 
a  comment  of.  potentially  gre'^t  importance.  But  Germany  waited  for 
a  surer  clue  to  Rissia's  change  of  mind. 

The  great  clue  came  suddenly  and  dramatically  on  May  3.  The 
Russian  newsoaper  Pravada  announced  the  appointment  of  a  new  For¬ 
eign  Commissar.  Maxim  Litvinov,  the  ’’old  interna tionalist"  who 
had  negotiated  Russia's  entrance  into  the  League  of  Nations  and 
championed  the  alliance  with  the  West,  was  out.  Vyacheslav  M, 
.Mo_otov,  bourgeois-born  but  an  old-line  Communist,  was  in. 

The  counselor  of  the  German  Embassy  in  Moscow  wired  home: 
Molotov  (no  Jew)  is  held  to  be  the  most  intimate  friend  and  cloi 
est  crllab*rator  of  Stalin." 

There  followed  weeks  of  wary  .lockevlng  on  both  sides, 

Joachim  von  Ribbentrop,  the  former  champagne  salesman  who  became 
Hitler  s  Foreign  Ivinister^  took  command  of  the  German  moves.  Goer-' 
ing  later  said  sneeringly  of  Ribbentrop  that  he  was  a  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister  "who  knew  France  only  through  wine  and  England  through 
^^whiskey."  Ribbentrop  was  known  to  refer  to  himself  as  Hitler's 
-oud^apeaker .2  but  he  v;as  an  opportunist  and  he  sensed  the  pos- 
sibility  of  the  greatest  diplomatic  coup  of  his  career. 

•  Interview  with' Molotov 

On  May  2®,  at  Foreign  Office  direction,  the  German  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  Russia,  Count  Friedrich  Werner  von  der  Schulenburg,  called  ; 
on  Molotov.  Schulenburg  was  r^gsrded  as  one  of  the  best  trained 
and  equipped  of  the  German  diplomats.  In  the  weeks  to  come  he 
was  to  be  the  principal  negotiator.  He  found  Lolotov  cold,  •• 

ochulenburg  reported  to  the  Foreign  Office,  "Molotov  had  appar- 
ently  determined  to  say  Just  so  much  and  no  more.  He  is  known  for  > 
this  somewhat  stubborn  manner." 

In  the  meantime  Molotiv  was  still  conferring  with  the  British 
but  the  conversations  were  at  arms'  length.  A  fev/  days  later  Schu¬ 
lenburg  wired  his  Government,  "We  must  be  extremely  cautious  as 
^■ong  as  it  is  not  certain  that  possible  proposals  from  our  side 

used  by  the  Kremlin  only  to  eXert  pressure  on  Englaoo 
and  France,  b  ml 
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Still  there  was  no  decisive  turn.  Through  July  the  talks 
went  on.  Hitler's  tirades  against  Poland  increased  a^i^ty  in 
an  already  jitterv  v/^'rld.  Then,  early  in  August, 

nned.  Ih  dst.-  was  drawing  olo^-  fnr  his  "s,  ttlvmrnt"  with  Poland, 


On  Aug 
Schul.nburg. 
tov  for  a  sp 
Reading  from 


l-i  Ribbontrop  s<  nt  a  long 
It  Instructed  him  tc  rnak' 
•dy  agre-'m'^nt.  Schul ‘‘nburg 
Ribbentrop's  instructions, 


and  d'' tailed  m'm'^randum  to 
an  urgent  app'‘al  to  Molo- 
carried  out  his  orders, 
Schuli  nburg  told  Molotov, 
"The  crisis  which  has  b'  n  produced  in  German-Polish  relations  by 
English  policy  *  *  *  (mak-s)  a  sp'-rdy  settlement  if  German-Russian 
relations  dc-s'irablc , 

Soviet  Consent 

Four  anxious  days  followed.  Hitler,  cv-r  distrustful  of  the 
Russians,  fumed;  he  feared  a  r-bugg  by  the  Russians.  On  Aug.  15 
Ribbentrop  again  sent  Schul :nburg  to  Molotov  with  the  urgent  in¬ 
structions,  "The  Fuehrer  considers  it  n  cessary  th^^t  wc,  be  not 
taken  bv  surprise  by  the  outbreak  of  a  Ge rman-Pclish  conflict 
while  wc  are  striving  fer  a  clarification  of  Gerraan-Russian  rela¬ 
tions." 

There  was  a  vague  note  of  warning  to  Russia  in  the  instruc¬ 
tion.  Appar.  ntlv  Molotov  missed  it  the  same  day  when  he  conferred 
with  Schulf nburg.  The  interview  was  Inconclusive.  But  half  an ^ 
hour  after  Schul- nburg  left  Molotov  hr  was  called  back  to  the  ^rem- 
lin.  Molotov  said  a  Russian  draft  of  a  non-aggression  pact  was 
ready.  Shhulonburg  could  only  assume  "that  Stalin 
At  any  rate,  it  was  agreed  that  Ri''bentrop  should 
on  Aug.  23. 

The  confrr  -nccs  began  early  in  the  evening  of  Aug.  23  and 
lasted  far  into  the  night.  This  was  the  gist  of  Ribbentrop  s  re¬ 
port  to  Hitler: 

Manv  subjects  were  covered  -  Japan,  Italy,  Turkey,  England, 
France  and  the  Anti-Comintern  Pact.  . 

oh  most  points.  For  example,  Stalin  agreed 
was  weak  and  wanted  to  lot  others  fight  for 

to  world  domination."  They  laughed  over  the  the  Anti- 

Comintern  Pact  had  given  "the  City  of  London  and  the  small  British 
merchants."  He  (Ribbentrop)  told  a  Berlin  joke  to  the  that 

"Stalin  will  yet  join  the  Anti-Comintern  Pact.  Stalin  long, 

There  were  many  toasts:  "To  Hitler,  to  Stalin,  d  t 

friendship  of  Germany  and  Soviet  Russia. 


had  intcrv''n''d . " 
come  to  Moscow 
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anr-Ainccd  n  tcn-ycar  n  "  . 

cd  f  r  Hitler's  attack  .n  P  lona, 

.qre^rot  Protoco_l 

Kh»t  was  not  annonnoed  '"”/''^3’-’'^Thii"was°rdooumcnt 

riMrcfl-s-n  ^u?rU^  R^^s^tfn-and  atn.an  sHpRcnes. 

Tho  airinlon  between  /Poores  was  a  lln.  runnlng^fnom^^^^_ 

the  Baulc  to  the  Black  Sc,  sphere  .  In  the 

thing  cast  of  .  “ree  hand  In  the  Baltic  SP^P^s  of  Es^_ 

north  Bussla  ’“"J.Eiv^n  c  1  ;,ct  Bos 

^°?^^la?wWch'’"hed1eccranncxcd  after  World  ’"ar  I. 

thcugh'irel-'e^’i^s  nrcleL‘5rflniriorlf'"th‘e"Bc?k:rSe|^  wWO' 

was  later  to  he  a  sore  point. 

Tho  Protocol  said:  "The  ?“  "“?"t?n,norSf%^'’lndcpendent 
of  'ooth  parties  make  •’■  ‘Jgte  should  be  bounded  can 

Polish  state  and  ^ow  auch  a  _  ^  future  political  develop- 

m  flna?  dcclflon  was  mad-  ,  Hussla  was  to  occupy 
ZTtlrn  P^?^n^;S::r^a"ny  Western  Poland. 

In  tho  pre-dawn  °P  ®^P*l„];’na^'^Two  dayriatcJ  Britain  and 

dors  sending  his  Th^  8"’'"' ”''’® 

Prance;  declared  war  on  Germany,  me  gre 

on. 

T:,-.  P.»\RT1TIQ1{ 

i  «  n/wT.n«5«;  Poland  was  swift; 

Tho  sweep  cf  the  Gt  rman  ^'’3r’^);g%fjoJoht  possi’^lc.  The  world 

swifter  than  the  Oe  rmans  themselves  t^  gh  P^  ^  Rit,tjcntrop 

saw  the  first  domonstratlon  of  Blitz  rg  Poland  beaten 

Tired  Schulenhurg;  this  at  once  with  Itolotov  and 

In  a  few  weeks.  •  •  ♦  Pltase  It  desirable  for  Russian 

sec  If  the  Soviet  Union  dees  °  "gjnst  Polish  forces." 

forces  to  move  at  the  proper  time  agains 

ontrrf'd  Warsaw  and  Russian 

A  week  later  tlerman  approhension.  On  Sept,  10 

incredulity  gave  way  to  brlici  German  Am>^assador  sent 

Molotov  saw  Schulenhurg  that  Soviet  Gover^ent  was 

home  this  message:;  "I'olotov  unexpectedly  rapid  German  mil- 

taken  completely  by  surprise  jy 
itary  successes." 
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Then  L’l  1  t'iv  turned  t-  p  litic?!  aspects  f  the  pending 
mllit^’ry  act!  n  against  P  land.  He  t  Id  Schulcnburg  that  thc- 
S  vict  Uni  n  vv  old  havr  t  make  s  me  excuse  '*t“'  makf  the  inter"- 
ventjon  of  the  Soviet  Union  plausihlr  to  thf  in8ss<"s  and  at  the 
same  time  ovoid  giving  the  Soviet  Union  the  appearance  of  an  ag¬ 
gressor,"  Thr  Russi''n  th^^n  said,  Schulonlmrg  reported,  "The 
Soviet  Government  *  *  ♦  intended  *  *  ♦  to  declare  th^t  Poland  v/as 
falling  apart  and  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Soviet  Union  ’  *  * 
to  cone  to  the  .aid  of  the  Ukrainians  and  Vftiitc  Russians  ’^threai;- 
oned'  hy  Germany," 

Now  the  tine  for  action  hy  Russia  v/os  at  hand.  At  2  A.M.- 
Sept,  17)  Stelin  summoned  Schulcnburg  to  the  Kremlin  and  told  him 
that  "the  Red  Army  world  cross  the  Soviet  Border  at  6  A.M,  this 
morning,"  Russia  took  over  the  eastern  half  of  Poland, 

The  Russians  seemed  eager  to  settle  the  Polish  business  as 
rapidly  as  possi’;lc.  On  Sept.  27  Ribbentrop  arrived  in  Moscow. 

The  conferences  ccntlnucd  through  th"*  morning  of  Sept.  29. 

In  the  agreements  the  Russians  seemed  to  h^'v  the  best  of 
the  bargnini  The  secret  protocol  of  Aug.  23  was  put  into  effect, 
with  exceptions  provided  for  in  a  new  "Secret  rrotocol  of  Sept, 
28,"  Under  the  new  ])rotocol  Lithuania  was  transferred  from  the 
German  to  the  Russian  sphere,  and  in  compensation  the^e  was  an 
adjustment  of  the  new  Russian-German  frontier  in  Poland  in  Ger¬ 
many's  favor. 

Moreover,  the  Russians,  in  a  fornnl  declaration,  gave-  Ger¬ 
many  moral  support  for  her  coming  "peace  offensive,"  The  declar¬ 
ation  said:  "In  cas<-  of  continuation  of  the  war,  the  Govornments 
♦  »  *  shall  engage  in  mutual  consultations  with  regard  tc  neces¬ 
sary  measures," 

Rlbbrntrop  returned  to  Berlin  net  entirely  satisfi'~d  with 
the  Koscov/  settlements,  Bi’t  this  dissatisfaction  was  tempered 
'^y  the  hope  that  -  with  the  vaguely  hinted  prospect  of  a  Russian- 
German  alliance  -  the  "pence  offensive"  might  be  successful. 

There  would  be  tim-  later  to  dc^l  with  Russia. 

For  Russia,  thr  K'.oscow  talks  had  paid  eff  handsomely.  The 
Russians  had  add^d  thousands  of  square  miles  to  their  territory, 
Th' y  h^'d  a  free  hand  -  which  they  wore,  soon  to  take  advantage  of  - 
in  the  Baltic,  Tht y  had  rf stored  much  of  the  Polish  territory 
they  had  lost  in  World  I.  Fin.?lly)  in  Germany  turned 

on  th^m,  they  were  in  a  better  position  for  defense  than  they 
had  been  before, 

t  * 
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The  first  ph.^sc  of  h.  i- n- C- rv.*  r.  oo  pfration  was  over, 

suspicions  on  both 

phend  v/lth  h  r  pLans  to  talk  and  projiagan- 
firf  tl?  su omission.  Russia  bog^n  thr  systematic  cf- 

^  Bnltlc  Sphere,  and  Germanv  viewed 

her  moves  \tith  distrust. 

Oct.  3)  1939 j  when  fl'iolotov  proposed  ®  gesture  tc\va**d 
rlrdd^^^^M  Secret  Protocol  of  Sept,  pf,  Sehulen^urg 

■f  svefstion  aoens  to  <n,  h-rmful,  as  In  thr  eye 

tf  tm  wor-.d  it  ’/ould  mak*'  us  ''pocar  as  ’robbers’  of  Lithuanian 
territory,  while  the  Soviet  Union  figures  as  the  donor:- 

a  demands  on  Tinldnd  for  bases  and  territory.  Fin¬ 

land  Tfjectfd  them.  Russia  invaded  Fin’’ and  on  Nov,  30.  Germany  was 
silent.  In  France  and  England  some  saw  a  chance  to  aid  the  Finn ^ 
and  thus  start  on  offensive  th-t  cvmtuolly  might  bo  turned 
apinst  Germany,  Volunteers  were  recruited,  funds  were  raised. 
There  was  talk  of  an  Anglo-French  exp'dltion  to  h' Ip  Finland. 

these  developments  soemed 
lik. ly  to  curb  the  Russians,  at  least  temporarily. 

Campaign  in  Finland 

+•^^  the  Russians  made  little  hcadi^gy  against 

Russian  losses  were  he-^vy,  the  Finns’  relatively 
light.  Thpo  were  contemptuous  reports  th^t  Germanv  was  growing 
rl^ndered  Partner.  On  March  1?,  154i,  Flnland^sur-  ^  ’ 

^  Schulcnburg  told  holotov  of  the  invasion,  that 
eF?.  m’  Scandinavia.  Schulcnberg’ s  report  •f  thr  conversation 
cfiJ^noe^''Tn  said  literally:  »Wf  wish  the  Germans  complete  ' 

wL'OeOSS^  *1 

• 

April  the  Scandinavian  conquest  was  virtually 
ready  f  r  his  next  move.  On  the  morning  of  Mav' 
iW  bcnul'ncurg  again  called  cn  IJaiotev  and  infi  mod  him  f  the 
m- rnlng  ef  the  L'uvlands,  "bcflausc  of  the  impending 
land  -  push  cn  the  Ruhr  roglrn  by  way  of  Belgium  and  Hol- 


rnni  Nazi  Blitzkrieg  against  the  V/est  amazed  the  we  rid.  In 

made  their  heroic  evacuation  ef  Dunkerque 
veif  '-^tered  the  war  -  "the  stab  in  the  back"  Re-^sp.* 

called  it.  The  Russians  werr  pl'>inly  scared.  They  had 


7 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/5a62cc/ 


1 


rfef.  Doc.  No.  (cent.) 


countefi  on  n  long  coir.vpign  dn  the  West.  Now  Hitler  seemed  cn  the 
verge  cf  complete  victory  nnd  Rnsslg  might  he  his  next  target. 

On  June  14  iVoi  :’•=«' or  her  at  the  Foreign  Office  wired  Schu- 
lenhurg  at  Moscow  this  c  nfidentiol  mossate: 

Secret  Report. 

"From  a  strictly  secret  source  v/ith  which  you  are  acquaint- 
it  has  comr.  to  our  kncv;lcdgo  that  the  Soviet  Minister  in  Stock¬ 
holm,  Fr^u  Kollontay,  recently  stated  to  the  Belgian  Minister 
there  that  it  was  to  the  common  interest  of  the  European  powers 
to  place  themselves  in  opposition  to  German  imperialism." 

During  the  German  drive  the  Russians  had  collected  final 
dividends  on  the  Protocol  of  Aug,  23.  1939.  Lithuania,  Latvia 
and  Estonia  were  fully  incorporated  into  the  Soviet  Uiion.  Bes¬ 
sarabia  was  detached  from  Rumania  and  added  to  Russia. 

I 

Now  in  the  summer  and  early  autumn  of  1940,  came  the  "Bat¬ 
tle  of  Britain"  when  Hitler  tried  to  bomb  Englrnd  cut  cf  the  war. 

The  Kremlin  watched  intently.  Would  Hitler  try  to  invade 
England?  If  not,  where  else  were  the  destructive  energies  of 
his  fighting  machine  to  bo  employed?  Russia  speeded  up  her  in-  || 

dustrics,  strengthened  the  Rod  Army  and  consolidated  her  gains 
against  the  day  of  need. 

By  mid-September,  1940,  it  was  clear  that  the  air  blitz 
against  Britain  had  failed.  Hitler  turned  his  eyes  back  again 
to  the  East.  On  Nov,  12,  an  event  of  great  significance  took 
place. 

On  that  day  Molotov  and  Hitler  had  a  fateful  meeting  in 
Berlin.  Germany  had  long  pressed  for  the  Molotov  visit,  partly 
'■ecause  it  was  considered  a  required  diplomatic  courtesy  in  re¬ 
turn  for  Ribbentrop's  two  trips  to  Moscow  the  year  before.  It 
was  Molotov's  first  journey  outside  of  Russi",  It  was  his  first 
and  last  meeting  with  Hitler.  Apparently  there  had  been  little 
preparation  for  the  cenferenoe.  Hitler  wanted  Molotov  to  sign 
a  four-power  tready  -  Germany,  Russi*',  Italy  and  Japan  -  to 
flivide  up  the  world.  Molotov  balked.  He  was  afraid  of  a  double- 
cross  by  any  or  all  of  the  other  three. 

The  conference  was  a  failure.  Molotov  and  Hitler  did  not 
get  along  either  diploma ticellv  or  personally.  Later  the  clever 
von  Papon  declared  that  it  wss'at  this  meeting  that  Germ'^ny  lost 
the  war, 

I 
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THE  BREAK 

tv/o -front  w^r. 

Tn  his  mr,ssivc  Berlin  Chononllnry  ond  his  eyrie  jt  Bcroh- 

rive'.  ?Sr“gp;r^?le^’B?^.a?ofsi:1nnf>rs?;^y' 


sonrh,  ip  fror.  Finland  and  Rnmnnio,  of  the 

2,«00-milo  front,  and  „,g"pn3olned.  "It  is 

K-cInsi^e^^d"”  Sooilir;.  lie  ,"Vrncd,,the  directive, 

"th-t  the  intention  to  attach  is  not  discovered. 

Before  the-  hlov,  conld  l"?“‘rttit“ho.nlh6  “rm"nr« 

Hitler  to  gn«rd  his  was  grov/ine  suspicion 

sition  in  the  Balkans.  In  aoscev;  tlv  re  web  & 

over  Hitler's  plans. 

«n  J»n.  17,  JcpOTtf lvailah^c'’L?ofac?- 

mcnt  by  Molotov:  Mnoentrated  in  B«m»nia  and 

man  troops  in  greet  the  Straits.  There  was 

ready  to  march  into  f“-8"rla.  Or  (.,,^^,3^511  the  operations  * 
no  dou'^t  th'^t  England  would  try  duty  tc  call  attention 

The  Soviet  Gcvrrnmcnt  regarded  it  .  a«rjc-pr«ncc  of  •’ny  armed 

io  the  fact  th^t  ^"BSfgaJiaTnd  the  Straits  as  a  viola 

forces  on  the  ®ts^of  the  U.3.S.R." 

tlon  of  the  Security  interests  oi 

,  w  +*Vir'  l^nrci^n  Office?  is  i 

Rihbentrop  replied  Go^'crnmcnt  not  under  any  clr 

unalterable  intention  ^I'itarv  forces  to  establish  them- 

cumstances  to  permit  English  military  - 

selves  in  Greek  territory. 

Events  in  thr  Balkans  vveredrawing^rapidly^  German. 

Rumania,  Hungary  and  *kK  their  net  around  Yug»- 

camp,  and  the  Nazis  '^^re  fast  siipp  ^^..^o^utlon  swept  from  power 
alavia.  But  n  L^arch  27  the  PpuI.  The  Yugoslavs  were  rr 

the  subservient  government  of  r 
to  fight  for  independence. 
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Hltlrr  and  tho  V/orU 

At  this  time  Hitler,  vith  his  long-range  plans  of  smash¬ 
ing  Russia  and  going  on  to  v/orlcl  power,  began  negotiations  with 
Japan.  On  Larch  27  he  began  a  serir  s  of  conversations  in  Ber¬ 
lin  with  dapper  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  Yosu&c  Ivlatsuoka.  Hit¬ 
ler  urged  the  Japanese  to  take  aggressive  action  and  promised 
to  fight  Russia  and  th^  United  States  if  eith'r  became  involv¬ 
ed  in  war  with  Jap^n,  A  memorandum  of  the  conversations  reveal¬ 
ed  the  line  he  took: 

’’Germany  was  watching  the  Soviet  Union  closely  and  -  this 
Mntsuska  should  realize  clearly  -  she  was  prepared  f'^r  any  ovon- 
tuality.  Germany  w  .uld  n-^t  provoke  Russia;  but  if  the  policy  '^f 
Stalin  was  nat  in  herm^  ny  v/ith  what  the  Fuehrer  c  nsidered  to 
be  right,  he  would  crush  Russia." 

On  April  4  Misc'-w  sprang  a  surprise.  Lol -t-^v  sumraaned 
Schulenburg  *>nd  inf .  rmed  him  f  a  Russr-Yug  >s1dv  friendship 
and  n''n-pggressivp-  pact  t.  bo  signed  immediately.  Ho  qu-'ted  Mol- 
ote'^  ti"'  this  effect:  "In  its  declsi''n  ♦  *  ♦  the  So  viet  G'''vern- 
ment  had  boon  actuated  scle-ly  by  tho  desire  t''  preserve  peace. 

It  knew  that  in  this  desire  it  was  in  harra:ny  with  the  Reich 
G  vernment,  which  was  likewise  opp.-sod  t'*  an  extensio  n  -f  the 
war , " 


"I  replied  t^  Lcl'-'t'-  v,"  wrote  the  German  Ambassad-r , "th»- 
in  my  ostim''tion  th*-  raemont  chosen  by  tho  Seviet  Union  for  the 
nog;  ti"ti'  n  rf  such  a  treaty  had  been  Vf'rv  unfc  rtunate .  *  *  * 

The  policy  rf  the  Yugoslav  G^  V' rnmrnt  was  entirely  unclear,  •’nd 
its  attitude  *  toward  Germany  was  ch^’llonglng." 

Tw-  days  later  the  German  war  machine  struck  at  b^th  , 
Greece  and  Yugoslavia.  Schulenburg  v/as  directed  to  inform  Malb-  ■ 
t'^v  of  the  strokes,  giving  the  usu**!  excuse  cf  th^  danger  ''f 
British  inv^'sion  -f  tho  Balkans.  He  reportfd  to  Berlin  tx  tho  1 
effect  cf  the  news: 

"After  I  had  made  to  Molotov  the  communications  proscribed 
he  repeated  several  times  that  it  was  extremely  deplorablr .*  *  ♦ 

Shnvdown  at  Hand. 

The  tima  f-r  unmasking  v/ps  near.  From  this  point  on  there 
was  a  r-’pld  dcteri-ratl  n  in  even  the  ''Utward  aspects  of  part¬ 
nership.  Soon  Russia  was  pretesting  sharply  f ver  alleged  viola¬ 
tions  by  Gorm''n  planes  of  the  Soviet  b'^undey.  In  turn  the  Ger¬ 
man  High  Command  complained  to  the  Foreign  Office  of  "almost 
daily"  border  vi''laticns  by  Soviet  pianos. 

If 
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.  By  this  tii.if  the  cif:ht  v;ocks  cf  sprcirl  prcp?r9tions  al¬ 
lotted  In  the  Fuehrer's  seer' t  directive  for  wsr  with  Russia  were 
already  under  v/°y.  Runers  mount'd  of  Russian  and  German  troop 
concentrations  along  the  hordors.  Spring  turned  into  fateful 
summer. 

On  Juno  22,  1941,  came  the  dramatic  climax  to  the  diplo¬ 
matic  subterfuges  of  the  tv/o-y<''ar  "partnership."  Ribbentrop 
directed  Schulor.burg  to  see  Llolotov  at  once  and  present  him  a 
declaration. 

It  contained  a  eoint-by-polnt  indictment  of  Russia  for  var¬ 
ious  alleged  infract!  'ns  of  th^  non-aggression  agreement,  includ¬ 
ing  subversive  actl'^itios  against  Germany,  the  spreading  of 
Soviet  milit"'ry  might  westward  whenever  possible  and  attempts  to 
Barry  bolshevism  furtlier  into  Europe. 

frdor  to  Attack 


In  summation,  it  stated: 

"The  Fuehrer  has  therefore  ordered  the  German  Armed  Forces 
to  oppose  this  threat  with  all  the  moans  at  their  disposal," 

At  down  the  next  morning  the  armed  night  cf  Germany  -  l8i 
divisions  -  launched  Hitler's  great  drive  into  the  fastnesses 
of  Russia,  The  great  drama  of  slaughter  and  destruction  that  in 
the  end  was  to  bring  death  to  Hitler  and  ruin  to  Germany  had 
begun. 


But  at  the  time  the  Fuehrer  seemed  tc  have  little  doubt  of 
a  successful  outcome.  In  a  letter  to  II  Duco  he  assessed  the 
situation  optimistically,  though  frankly  admitting  he  had  em¬ 
barked  on  a  tremendous  task.  He  had  at  last  done  something  he 
had  long  wanted  to  do, 

"In  ccnclusion,"  he  v/rotc. ,  "let  me  say  one  more  thing, 

Duco,  Since  I  struggled  through  tc  this  decision,  I  again  feel 
spiritually  free.  The  partnership  with  the  Soviet  Union,  in  spite 
of  the  complete  sincerity  to  bring  about  a  final  conclusion, 
was  nevertheless  often  very  irksome  to  me,  fer  in  some  way  or 
other  it  seemed  tc  me  tc  bo  a  break  with  my  whole  origin,  my  con¬ 
cepts,  and  my  .former  obligations.  I  am  happy  new  to  be.  re-liefed 
of  these  mental  agonies," 
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